
SAINT MARY’S & SAINT ELIZABETH’S CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

Phone: 701-579-4312 

FATHER GARY BENZ-PASTOR 

frgarybenz@yahoo.com; Cell Phone 701-509-9504; Rectory 701-579-4874 

VICTOR DVORAK –DEACON 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saint Mary’s:  Before Mass 

Saint Elizabeth’s: Before Mass 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Contact the Parish Office 9 months prior to wedding date. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Meeting with the Priest is required. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Call the Parish office.  

 

Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time—September 10 

Mission Statements 

St. Mary’s Parish 

Brothers & sisters in Christ, accept as our mission: 

Christ Reigns-Our Salvation  

Christ Conquers– Our Hope 

Christ Commands—Our guide to build the Kingdom of God. 

We are all one in Christ Jesus & through Him, strengthen & in-

spire the faith of our  community. 

St. Elizabeth’s Parish 

Walking in Faith, with Integrity. 

 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault 

between you and him alone.”  

 Twenty-eight years later, I still remember my Saint 

Mary’s High School commencement speaker’s message; it 

left a lasting impression. Gerard Baker, a graduate of Saint 

Mary’s himself, spoke of his first day in religion class with 

Sister Francis Marie Illa. By his own admission, he was 

pretty cocky and he took his assignment handout, rolled it 

up into a ball, and threw it into the waste paper basket. Well, 

in a millisecond, Sister Francis Marie had him by the ear, 

led him to the basket, and made him take it out. He was hu-

miliated, but after class she took him aside and told him that 

she did what she did, not out of anger, but out of love. Her 

religion class was not just about a grade, but about the eter-

nal salvation of each student’s soul. To this day, he is thank-

ful for her fraternal correction; it set him on the right path in 

life.  

 We all have this same duty, to correct others with 

love . . . fraternal correction. The greatest demand love 

makes on us is that we help one another into the Kingdom of 

God. Sometimes love requires us to speak a painful word of 

truth to awaken someone blinded by sin, recognizing that we 

ourselves are also sinners. Let us do for others what we 

would have others do for us.  



MASS & ADORATION SCHEDULE 

Monday,  September 11 

7:30 AM SM—Communion Service 

 

Tuesday, September 12 

7:00 AM SM– Rosary & Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions 

7:30 AM SM– +Adam Krebs & +Lyle Krebs by Gene & Judy 

             Krebs  

 

Wednesday, September 13 

7:30 PM SM– Robert & Cely Stagl by Marge Koffler 

6:00 PM SE—Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

7:00 PM SE +Vi Martin by Lenny & Delinda Kaufman 

 

Thursday,  September 14 

7:30AM SM– Family of Victor & Dianne Binstock by Victor & 

          Dianne Binstock  

 

Friday, September 15 

7:30 AM SM— Joan Binstock by Marge Koffler  

12PM-3PM SM– Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

 

Saturday, September 16 

8:30 AM SM-+Nancy Gerou by Robert & Cely Stagl 

5:00 PM SM– Herberholz Families by Harvey & Vicki                            

           Herberholz 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  

 Henley Johnson, Duane Grundhauser, Pete Schaefer, Alice Candri-

an, Jeff Hewson, Marilyn Jacobs, Leo Heck, Ross Thomas, Keith 

Herold, Arlene Rohr, Brenda Barton, Elven Kaufman, Suzette Printz, 

Jackie Deplanche, Duane Grundhauser, Cely Stagl, Linda Reisenau-

er, Rose Krebs (SE), Russ Lefor, Lori Lefor, Herbert Emmil, Reggie 

Gentz, Cindy Martin, Tim Theil, Howard Schiwal, Theresa Decker, 

Alyssa Binstock, Yvonne Fettig, Dale Reindel, Kim Kuhn, Don 

Miller, Carla Rohan, Shari Obritsch, Charlotte Krebs, Eugenia Stagl, 

Bart Rohan, Katherine Splichal, Bonnie (Krebs) Dick, Dorothy Kohl, 

Colleen Churchill, Thresiamma (Fr. Biju’s mom) 

Assisted Living and Nursing Home Residents: Benny Benz, Joan 

Binstock, Joe Wandler, Sylvia Koppinger, Mike Urlacher, Leona 

Gordon, Ardelle Kovar, Joan Madler, Cecelia Jung, Donnella Kop-

pinger, Marilyn Jeske, Willie Emmil, Frances Heick, Dale Schroeder 

Our Deceased Loved Ones  +Jeanne Kovar +Bridget Urlacher, 

+Laura Grundhauser, +Florian Urlacher +Paul Schiwal, + LeRoy 

Jacobs +Victor Roller +John Herold, + Viola Martin  + Viola 

Neprash  +Maggie Schoch,  +Rose Lefor, + Mary Ficek  + June 

Stockert  +Adeline Bogner +Vern Honeymann, +Kasper Heidt, 

+Caroline Pechtl, +Jacob Frank,  

ANNOUNCEMENTS     

 SM Altar Guild Meeting Wednesday September  13 at 

4:30PM –note time 

 SE & SM Fall Gathering in Father’s backyard Sunday Sept. 

24  starting at 3PM with Supper at 5:00 PM. Meat will be 

provided. Please bring a dish to share. Also bring your fa-

vorite lawn chair. 

 SM Sidewalk Repair to take place mid to late September.                     

If you are able to assist with the repairs please contact                                

Victor Dvorak at 579-4384. 

 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Assignments  September 16 & 17 

MINISTRY Saturday 5PM  Sunday-10:30AM 

Lector Richard Wandler Jim Gardner 

Mass Servers Jim K./Will S. Leah Ehlis/Kayla Ehlis 

Eucharistic               

Ministers 
Robert  & Cely Stagl Larry & Betty Heick 

Gifts Dean & Mary Fitterer Helen Koppinger 

Rosary Leader Richard Wandler Ann Wandler 

Greeters Leonard & Kathy G. Victor & Lynn D. 

Homebound Minister Dave & Vivian H. Dave & Vivian H. 

St. Elizabeth’s Liturgical Assignments September 17 

Lector Elvin 

Mass Servers Nathan 

Eucharistic Ministers Arlene & Cindy 

Gifts Darrell & Dorita 

Greeters Trish & Craig 

Ushers Elvie & Elvin 

Collection Report St. Mary’s  Sept. 2 & 3 

 Adult  Youth 

$  1766.00 9ƴǾŜƭƻǇŜǎ $ 19.90 

$      41.00  Loose Plate $ 

$    1826.90 Total $ 

$  14,201.66 Month $  118.30 

Collection Report St. Elizabeth’s Sept. 3 

!Řǳƭǘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 

$ 420.00        Envelopes $ 4.00 

$     73.00      Loose Plate $ 

$   497.00      Total $ 

$  2168.00    Month $ 23.00  

   

 

On the Lighter Side-A police recruit was asked during the exam, 

“What would you do if you had to arrest your own mother?” He an-

swered, “Call for backup.”                                                                        

=================================================                   

A Point to Ponder—A Christian is made, not born.  



Fundamentals of our Faith, Why do Catholics believe in a place between Heaven and hell called Purgatory? 

Where is Purgatory in the Bible?                                                                                                                                                 

 The Catholic Church has always believed in the existence of a place between Heaven and hell where souls go 

to be purified of lesser sins and to repay the debt of temporal punishment for sins which have been forgiven. Even 

after David was forgiven by God, he was still punished for his sin (c.f. II Samuel 12:13-14). The early Church fathers 

regarded the doctrine of Purgatory as one of the basic tenets of the Christian Faith. Saint Augustine, one of the great-

est doctors of the Church, said the doctrine of Purgatory “has been received from the Fathers and it is to be observed 

by the universal Church”. Granted, the word “Purgatory” does not appear in the Bible, but a place where lesser sins 

are purged away and the souls is saved “yet so by fire” is mentioned in I Corinthians, 3:15. Also, the Bible distin-

guishes between those who enter heaven straightaway, calling them the “church of the firstborn” (Hebrews 12:23), 

and those who enter after having undergone a purgation, calling them “the spirits of the just made perfect” (Hebrews 

12:23). Jesus Christ Himself said, “Amen, amen, I say to you, you shall not go out from there until you have paid the 

last penny” (Matthew 5:26). These are indeed references to Purgatory in the New Testament.                                    

 Furthermore, the Old Testament Second Book of Maccabees (which was dropped from the Bible by Protestant 

Reformers) says, “It is therefore a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that they may be loosed from 

their sins” (II Maccabees, 12:46). Ancient Christian tomb inscriptions from the second and third centuries frequently 

contain an appeal for prayers for the dead. In fact, the custom of praying for the dead---which is meaningless if there 

is no Purgatory---was universal among Christians for the fifteen centuries preceding the Protestant Reformation.                        

 Ordinary justice calls for a place of purgation between Heaven and hell. Take our own courts of justice, for 

use in an analogy. For major crimes, a person is executed or sentenced to life in prison (hell); for minor crimes, a per-

son is sentenced to temporary imprisonment (Purgatory); and for no crime at all, a person is rewarded with the bless-

ing of free citizenship (Heaven). God, who is infinitely just, insists upon holy restitution. This is made either in this 

life, by doing penance (c.f. Matthew 3:2; Luke 3:8; or Revelation 3:2-3; 19) or in Purgatory.                                                          

 Also, what Christian is there, who despite his faith in Jesus Christ and his sincere attempts to be Christlike, 

does not find sin and worldliness in his heart?  Yet, “there shall not enter into the New Jerusalem [i.e. Heaven] any-

thing undefiled” (Revelation 21:27).                                                                                                                                                  

 In Purgatory, the soul is mercifully purified of all sin; there God carries out the work of spiritual purification 

which most Christians neglected and resisted on earth. Jesus Christ insists that we be truly holy and sinless in the core 

of our souls: “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). This growth in sinlessness---in Chris-

tian virtue and holiness---is of course the work of an entire lifetime and is possible only through the grace of God. 

With many, this cleansing is completed only in Purgatory. If there is no Purgatory, but only Heaven for the perfect 

and hell for the imperfect, then the vast majority of us are hoping in vain for eternal life in heaven.  

Parish Survey, The Voice of the People                                                                                                                                                                           

1)  Iôve always loved the playing of the organ upstairs and enjoyed the choir singing. I would love to hear that more often. [I 

agree on both accounts. The Vatican II document on the Sacred Liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium, states that the pipe organ 

should be the first and foremost instrument used within the Holy Mass. The problem is that the pipe organ is not an easy in-

strument to play; especially with the use of the foot pedals. I looked into a company that has a new organ consul that digitally 

sets the pipe organ keys and foot pedals. The songs are pre-programmed into the pipe organ and by a small hand-held manual, 

anyone can activate the pipe organ and we can hear its full sound . . . keys and foot pedals playing in glorious harmony! The 

only glitch . . . it costs $40,000. So, unless we get someone to learn how to play the pipe organ or invest in the new technology, 

our beautiful pipe organ remains silent. As for the church choir, we will make a special effort to have a choir for key liturgical 

feasts. Be generous with your time and talents if you are called to be part of this important ministry].                                                            

2) We need more people in charge, not one person. We need to stop the dictatorship. [I hope that everyone feels part of parish 

life; this is your parish. If you feel in any way that your gifts, talents, and opinions are not appreciated or respected, please 

bring this to my attention].                                                                                                                                                                                  

3) We need to get Father Garyôs image into the mural as well. [No need for that; a small, but tastefully done statue of me on 

the church lawn would be fine].  


