
SAINT MARY’S & SAINT ELIZABETH’S CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

Phone: 701-579-4312 

FATHER GARY BENZ-PASTOR 

frgarybenz@yahoo.com; Cell Phone 701-509-9504; Rectory 701-579-4874 

VICTOR DVORAK –DEACON 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saint Mary’s:  Before Mass 

Saint Elizabeth’s: Before Mass 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Contact the Parish Office 9 months prior to wedding date. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Meeting with the Priest is required. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Call the Parish office.  

Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time—October 8, 2017 

Mission Statements 

St. Mary’s Parish 

Brothers & sisters in Christ, accept as our mission: 

Christ Reigns-Our Salvation  

Christ Conquers– Our Hope 

Christ Commands—Our guide to build the Kingdom of God. 

We are all one in Christ Jesus & through Him, strengthen &                   
inspire the faith of our  community. 

St. Elizabeth’s Parish 

Walking in Faith, with Integrity. 

  “But the tenants seized the servant and one they 

beat, another they killed, and a third they stoned.”                                                             

 Upon reading this Gospel passage, we are shocked at 

the conduct of the tenants. They had received countless bene-

fits from the owner of the vineyard, but yet they had the au-

dacity to kill not only his servants, but even his son. How dis-

graceful! Yet, before we get too agitated, we should realize 

that at times, we are guilty of the same offense. We too can 

treat God with disdain and disregard when we reject the mes-

sengers He sends to us . . . Christian leaders, past and present. 

Do we heed the voice of Pope Francis, calling us to serve the 

poor and those on the peripheries? Do we listen to the voice 

of Saint Francis, calling us to be instruments of peace, begin-

ning in our own families? Do we hear the pleas of Pope Paul 

VI, warning us of the obstacles artificial means of contracep-

tion places in the way of marital love and fidelity? Do we re-

member the many times Pope Saint John Paul II called upon 

Catholics to make the Lord’s Day (Sunday) a day of worship 

and family time? God has and continues to send messengers 

to our world, but are we listening to them? The tenants in to-

day’s Gospel believed that they would not suffer any conse-

quences from rebelling, but they were wrong. We must not 

make the same mistake of thinking that God will not expect 

an answer for our rebelliousness. There are consequences to 

not listening, including the loss of eternal glory in heaven. 

We are laborers in the Lord’s vineyard and short-sighted free-

dom must never obscure our need for communion with Christ.  

 



MASS & ADORATION SCHEDULE 

Monday, October 9                                                                            

7:30 AM SM—Communion Service                                                           

Tuesday, October 10 

7:00 AM SM– Rosary & Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions                        

7:30 AM SM +Adam Krebs & +Lyle Krebs by Gene & Judy Krebs 

Wednesday, October 11                                                                                                    

7:30 AM SM– +Joe Kathrein by Family                                                                

6:00 PM SE—Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament                                                

7:00 PM SE—+Rose Lefor by Darcy Kovash 

Thursday,  October 12                                                                                 

7:30AM SM– +Eddie Koller by Dennis Dorner 

Friday, October 13                                                                                             

7:30AM SM— +Maggie Schoch by Robert & Cely Stagl                                 

12PM-3PM SM– Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament                                  

Saturday, October 14                                                                                             

8:30 AM SM—+Tom Stagl by Dennis Dorner                                                

5:00 PM SM Josie Steier Family 

Sunday, October 15                                                                                         

8:30AM SE- +Vi Martin by Loretta Miller                                            

10:30AM SM—Pro Populo 

 Please Keep in Your Prayers:  

 Andy Prokop, Mason Urlacher, Henley Johnson, Duane Grundhauser, 

Pete Schaefer, Alice Candrian, Jeff Hewson, Marilyn Jacobs, Leo 

Heck, Ross Thomas, Keith Herold, Arlene Rohr, Brenda Barton, El-

ven Kaufman, Suzette Printz, Jackie Deplanche, Duane Grundhauser, 

Cely Stagl, Linda Reisenauer, Rose Krebs (SE), Russ Lefor, Lori 

Lefor, Herbert Emmil, Reggie Gentz, Cindy Martin, Tim Theil, 

Howard Schiwal, Theresa Decker, Alyssa Binstock, Yvonne Fettig, 

Dale Reindel, Kim Kuhn, Don Miller, Carla Rohan, Shari Obritsch, 

Charlotte Krebs, Eugenia Stagl, Bart Rohan, Katherine Splichal, 

Bonnie (Krebs) Dick, Dorothy Kohl, Colleen Churchill, Thresiamma 

(Fr. Biju’s mom) 

 

Assisted Living and Nursing Home Residents: Benny Benz, Joan 

Binstock, Joe Wandler, Sylvia Koppinger, Mike Urlacher, Leona Gor-

don, Ardelle Kovar, Joan Madler, Cecelia Jung, Donnella Koppinger, 

Marilyn Jeske, Willie Emmil, Frances Heick, Dale Schroeder          

Our Deceased Loved Ones  +Jeanne Kovar +Bridget Urlacher, 

+Laura Grundhauser, +Florian Urlacher +Paul Schiwal, + LeRoy Ja-

cobs +Victor Roller +John Herold, + Viola Martin  + Viola Neprash  

+Maggie Schoch,  +Rose Lefor, + Mary Ficek  + June Stockert  

+Adeline Bogner +Vern Honeymann, +Kasper Heidt, +Caroline 

Pechtl, +Jacob Frank,  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 SM Living Rosary Sat. Oct. 14 following 5pm Mass. If you 

would like to be a part of the Living Rosary please sign up on 

the sheet in the back of church. Parishioners of all ages are invit-

ed to be a bead.  

   Thank you to all those who helped assemble SM Newsletter 

  Bea Grundhauser, Nita Iverson & Loann Wegh  are on for                      

coffee & rolls October 22 after Mass 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Assignments  Oct. 14  & 15 

MINISTRY Saturday 5PM  Sunday 10:30AM 

Lector Diane Binstock Matthew & Rachel Bock 

Mass Servers Molly & Maddie R. Paige E./Addison F. 

Eucharistic               

Ministers 
Bonnie J./Toni J. Gordon S./Susan S. 

Gifts Braden R. Elliot Ehlis Family 

Rosary Leader Martina Stagl Maureen Gardner 

Greeters Leonard & Kathy G. Jake Wolf 

Homebound Minister David & Vivian H. David & Vivian H. 

St. Elizabeth’s Liturgical Assignments October 15 

Lector Dorita K. 

Mass Servers Elizabeth 

Eucharistic Ministers Darrell & Dorita 

Gifts Curt & Michele 

Greeters Greg & Marsha 

Ushers Arlen L. & Lenny  

Collection Report St. Mary’s  Sept. 30 & Oct. 1 

 Adult  Youth 

$   1491.00 Envelopes $ 7.07 

$    173.00 Loose Plate $ 

$  1671.07 Total $ 

$   167.07 Month $    7.07 

Collection Report St. Elizabeth’s Sept. 17 

Adult Youth 

$ Envelopes $ 2.00 

$       23.00      Loose Plate $ 

$   4125.00      Total $ 

$  6293.00       Month $ 25.00  

$       $  

On the Lighter Side                                                                                         

Johnny: “Mother’s Bible must be more interesting than yours.”                           

Father: “Why do you say that?”                                                                         

Johnny: “She reads hers more than you read yours.”  

Collection Report St. Elizabeth’s Oct. 1 

Adult Youth 

$   320.00     Envelopes $ 19.00 

$   207.50    Loose Plate $ 

$   546.50    Total $ 

$   546.50   Month $  

A Point to Ponder                                                                                          

Who except God can give you peace? Has the world ever 

been able to satisfy the heart?  



Fundamentals of our Catholic Faith, “Why do Catholics call their priests ‘Father’ despite the fact that Jesus 

Christ said, ‘Call no one on earth your father, for one is your Father, who is in heaven’” (Matthew 23:9).                           

 Catholics call their priests “Father” because in all matters pertaining to Christ’s holy faith, they perform the 

duties of a father, thus representing God the Father. The priest is the agent of the Christian supernatural birth and sus-

tenance in the world. “Father” is a title which does not conflict in the slightest with Matthew 23:9. Jesus Christ for-

bids the Christian to acknowledge any fatherhood which conflicts with the fatherhood of God, just as He commands 

the Christian to “hate” his father, mother, wife, and his own life, insofar as these conflict with the following of Jesus 

Christ (cf. Luke 14:26).                                                                                                                                                                      

 But, Jesus Christ does not forbid Christians to call His own representatives by the name of “Father”. Catholic 

priests share in the priesthood of Jesus Christ (not a human priesthood) and their sacred ministry partakes of the Fa-

therhood of God. Like Saint Paul (himself a Catholic priest), every Catholic priest can refer to the souls he has spirit-

ually begotten as his children in Christ (cf. I Corinthians 4:14). Saint Paul considered himself to be the spiritual fa-

ther, in Christ, of the Corinthians “For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel. Therefore, I urge you 

to imitate me” (I Corinthians 4:15-16). If the title of “father” was used by Saint Paul in his priestly ministry, then it is 

entirely proper for any ordained priest serving in the life of the Church to claim this same title. Priests are the Father’s 

servants on earth, leading their spiritual families one day to the eternal praise of the Father in heaven.  

 

Respect Life Month . . . Actions Speak Louder Than Words                                                                                                           

 If you ask a fellow Catholic, “Are you pro-life?”, of course they will say “Yes!”. Who wouldn’t be against   

abortion, euthanasia, or cloning? But, if you ask them, “Well, what measures or actions have you done to promote 

the culture of life?”, you might get an awkward silence. Pro-life sentiments are great, but unless they are coupled 

with pro-life actions, they are just empty words. What can we do to truly claim the title of pro-life Catholic?            

Consider the following:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

1)  Take part of your lunch break to join us in Eucharistic Adoration every Friday from noon to three at Saint 

 Mary’s or join us one hour before the week day Mass at Saint Elizabeth’s. There is no greater help to the pro-

 life cause than the power of prayer.  

2)  Spiritually adopt an unborn child in your family’s daily prayers and pray for this child and his/her mother eve-

ry day. You may only know in heaven the name of the person whose life was saved because of your fervent 

prayers.  

3)  Join us on our pro-life pilgrimage on Monday, October 23rd (within the 40 Days for Life) as we pray outside 

the abortion clinic in Fargo. [Note: we will leave after the 7:00 morning Mass at Saint Mary’s].  

4)  Talk to your children about abortion and euthanasia and don’t sugar-coat the conversation on these issues. Be 

assured that your children will be bombarded by the agents of the culture of death, so you need to guide them 

to the beauty of the culture of life.  

5)  Vote pro-life in the next election. Your main reason to vote for a candidate is pretty straight-forward. “Will 

they defend life in the public sphere?” If a candidate is pro-choice then exercise your choice . . . don’t vote for 

him or her. You cannot check your Catholic beliefs at the entrance to the voting booth.  

 May God bless you and your families during this month of October, Respect Life Month. By your pro-life 

words and deeds, may you help others to see that all life, from natural conception to natural death, is sacred 

and beautiful. Life is an awesome gift from our Father in heaven and we will defend it always in His name.  

Honor our Blessed Mother                                                                                                                                                                                

Please join us in honoring our Blessed Mother with the beautiful prayer of the Living Rosary, which will take place at Saint Mary’s 

Church on Saturday, October 14th, following the 5:00 p.m. vigil Mass. This form of praying the Holy Rosary is very profound, for 

each person becomes a bead of the Holy Rosary. In the darkness of the church, each person holds a candle, which is lit as they 

begin to pray their “Hail Mary”, “Glory Be”, or “Our Father”. The church slowly fills with light, a reminder of how our blessed              

Mother’s prayers bring us ever closer to Jesus Christ, who fills our souls with the light of grace. We will see you at the Living Ro-

sary, as we once again approach our Savior through the loving maternal intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  


